
A friend of mine told me about this cute fairy shop in Upwey with a magical fairy forest out the back where they held children’s parties. It sounded intriguing, I had to go and check it out. I dragged my four year old son along, under protest, to the shop but once he discovered the magical fairy forest it was hard to get him to leave. It was indeed a beautiful fairy forest with a golden throne and toadstool seats, fairies hiding amongst the leaves and a waterfall you can place a crystal in. Subtle lighting and fairy lights give it a lovely enchanted feeling.

That’s the essence of ‘Pixie Mischief’, a shop in Upwey which is full of pixie and fairy gifts, dragons, children’s costumes as well as lotions and potions to pamper the adults. It was created by Sarah & Chris Lee who have been living in Upwey for three years now. Sarah has been a fairy for 17 years and worked at a similar shop in Ballarat. Chris has been an actor for over 20 years. The pair had been wanting to start a business and toying with different ideas, gift shops, online businesses, etc, but none seemed viable.

Then they saw the shop at Upwey which was vacant and it seemed to call to them. “It was such a cute, quirky little shop,” said Sarah “we thought that needs to be a fairy shop.”
Pixie Mischief opened in September 2008 and has been going really well. “The shop was always going to be what we have now,” said Sarah “the fairy gift shop and the parties.” What they have added since they started has been the pamper parties for adults. “These have evolved to psychic and palm reading parties which can be as serious or as fun as you like,” said Sarah.

“The children’s fairy and wizard parties will stay the same,” said Sarah, “as I think they have the right ingredients. But we will be adding new events and different parties. Like the school 

holiday shows which are written by our new fairy, who is a children’s book author.”
“We’re about to go crazy with roving performers for corporate events and festivals,” said Sarah. They’ve hired someone from a corporate background to get commissions for this new venture.

When I ask Sarah what she likes about the area she replied “It’s beautiful. I love living in the trees. I love that Upwey is accessible - it’s on the train line and on the highway. There’s a great community here, it’s got down to earth people. We’ve made friends for life in such a short time.”

Pixie Mischief is at 56-58 Main St Upwey www.pixiemischief.com
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In a leafy corner in the hills 
lives Mali Farnell. An artist 
and mum whose fibre and 
felt work I’ve admired in 
local shops, so I went to talk 
with her about her current 
projects and what inspires 
her. I started off with the big 
question “What do you do?”

Her current project is 
a clothing label called 
‘Mundarra’ meaning ‘cloth’ 
in aboriginal language. It’s a 
collaborative project made 
with friend Kate Horne. 

The range consists of shirts, 
jumpers, halter tops, etc made 
from recycled fashion items 
which are then reconstructed. 

Working alone or 
collaboratively they find old 
clothes from op shops in 
good condition, cut them up, 
redesign and construct new, 
one-off handmade pieces. So 
it’s no surprise to find that her 
work room is floor to ceiling 
full of collected pieces she has 
to sort through.

“We had the pieces in a 
gallery called incub8r in  
Smith St, Collingwood.  
The range was in there for 
a season and it went really 
well, we couldn’t keep up 
with demand,” said Mali. 
“Each piece is individually 
handmade, which makes 
them unique and that’s what 
people love about them.”

“The range was so popular” 
continued Mali, “Kate and 
I got to the point where 

we would have had to 
go into production and 
manufacturing and perhaps 
go overseas for that. That’s a 
big commitment.”

The idea though did not sit 
well with their philosophy of 
the recycled and handmade 
nature of the garments, so 
they decided to stick to a 
boutique label that is unique 
and one-off.

“It was quite a journey going 
from making one-offs for 
friends, to having a label 
and range to again deciding 
to keep it small to fit in with 
our lifestyles” said Mali. 
Kate is travelling and home 
schooling as well as teaching 
a parenting course. Mali is 
currently studying counselling. 
She also makes jewellery, 
healing dolls and other fibre 
art and has started writing.

Mali first got into felting 
when she did a wet felting 
workshop at Cockatoo 

Mali
artist profle

Community House many years ago and then 
learnt needle felting through the Steiner 
community. She started making toys for her 
children and progressed from there into more 
artistic realms.

Her mother was a trained artist and made the 
props for playschool, so she was brought up 
in a house that was very pro handmade. She 
used to take Mali and her siblings to markets 
and covet the beat up and messy handmade 
objects she’d find there. The more crazy and 
whacky they were the more she loved them.

“I love it, we’ve seen people in our jumpers 
and clothes and it’s just lovely to see people 
wearing our clothes” said Mali. “We get great 
feedback from Jane (at Local and Global in 
Belgrave) about people buying our things. The 

joy they get from buying handmade,  
I love hearing the stories about how people 
get the clothing.”

“I’ve always made stuff” she said. “I like a lot 
of found objects. Finding things on beaches or 
elsewhere and making them into something. 
If you’re a creative person that creativity 
always comes out whether it’s ephemeral or 
permanent. Stacking rocks, drawing in sand 
- it’s just play.”

Mali sums it up perfectly “creativity brings a 
balance and peace to my life. It makes me feel 
whole. It’s work and play but if you can have 
work and play together that’s ideal.”

I agree whole heartedly.

Check out Mali’s diverse talents @ 
www.malidesign.com.au

local and global
The fair trade and eco-friendly alternative

Stocking a wide array of beautiful items handmade 
locally and globally that are sweatshop free.

1669 Burwood Hwy, Belgrave
www.localandglobal.com.au

ph: (03) 9754 4617
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